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police, the same tendency is visible : a tendency in the age
which produced other legislators besides Edward, and which
brought out the weakness of other kings who, like Philip the
Fair, had none of Edward's merits : a tendency which, in
Edward's case, falls in with the genius of the man, giving
prominence to both his virtues and his faults.

The first half of the reign was occupied with legislation and
with the war in Wales, the second with constitutional develop-
ment and war with France and Scotland. The two features
common to both periods are war and financial difficulties :
the latter owing, of course, in some measure to the former, but
largely increased by the evils of the late reign, the impoverish-
ment of the crown, and the ignorance on the part of both
government and people of what may be by anticipation called
the principles of political economy. Edward's expedients for
the raising of money are most diversified : the petition for
thirtieths, twentieths, fifteenths, twelfths, elevenths, tenths,
ninths, eighths, sevenths, sixths, fifths, thirds, runs up the whole
scale of fractions, reaching the climax in the demand of a half
of clerical revenue, or rather perhaps in the seizure of all the
wool. When direct request for a subsidy is hopeless, he falls
back on the old feudal aids, his daughter to be married, or his
son to be knighted ; or the scutage ; or respite of distraint of
knighthood, itself an expansion of the scutage system ; or an
increase in the customs ; or, last and meanest, a revival of the
almost forgotten tallage on demesne. It is true that during
great part of the reign these taxes were light, for it is only
from 1290 to 1297 that there is any pretence of severe exaction;
that they were taken with scrupulous regard to the legal letter
of royal obligations : and that Edward's own outlay was mode-
rate, and free, as far as possible, from personal extravagance.
But they were irritating and confusing to the people, and con-
tributed one chief ingredient towards the troubled atmosphere
of the reign. Of the wars which contributed the other, it is
unnecessary to speak here.
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